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Congratulations!  The AP test is over and done.  WHAT ARE WE GOING TO DO?  Well, if history is a study of the past, and the past is created with every passing second, then, by studying even the recent past, we’re historians!  Flawless logic.
We must recognize how important it is to understand what’s going on in the world around us.  It’s easy to get sucked in by Snapchat, Instagram, Facebook, and other forms of social media—but, while that helps us socialize and gives us a limited exposure to current events, it generally doesn’t do enough to bring what’s HAPPENING to our attention.
(THIS IS INTENDED TO BE AN EASY GRADE BOOSTER!)
Here’s the assignment!  
Every class, you will come prepared to discuss one important article from five different categories of NEWS.  
CATEGORIES:
· Politics, business, technology, health, science, entertainment, sports, US, World.
If you’re shy about participation, you can type out five major headlines AND include a paragraph of analysis about each.  Do not plagiarize this analysis—I will check.  Also, actually read the news!  Don’t be ignorant during discussions/on your written reports. 
Every class, you’ll get a grade of up to 100.  I intend to toss out 100s like they’re hotcakes.  If you have an excused absence, it will show up as EX in your gradebook, and won’t hurt or help your grade.  If you’re ditching…and, yes, it’s a small school, even if I haven’t said anything to you yet, I know who’s ditching…it’ll be a 0.  That won’t be fun…OR WILL IT?  Nah.
PLACES TO GET NEWS (remember to vary up your sources):
· US News and World Report!
· TIME Magazine!
· The Daily Beast!
· The Week!
· CNN!
· The Guardian!
· Washington Post!
· NPR!
· Los Angeles Times!
· Fox News (especially to get opinion pieces that are contrary to more liberal SoCal sensibilities)!
· Your own favorite underground magazines and websites!
Get recent articles!  For example, if the class takes place on May 15th, don’t get anything LESS recent than May 13th or 14th!
We will do this roughly EIGHT TO NINE TIMES before the school year is out.  That’s a lot of chances to raise a grade. 
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